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To commemorate the 400th anniver- 
sary of the founding of the University 
of Vilnius, the Lithuanian Academic 
Scout movement has issued a commemor- 
ative medal, minted by the Franklin 
Mint and designed by the famous sculp- 
tor, Vytautas Kaguba (Kashuba). [For the 
anniversary history of the University, see 
the "Balzekas Museum He view" Sept-Oct '79, 
and "Bridges," August '79] 

The obverse features a panoramic view 
of the university buildings, with the coat 
of arms of Vilnius, St. Christopher on the 
right. The reverse is a beautiful depict- 
ion of the original "Alma Academia et Uni- 
versitas Vilnensis Societatis Jesu" seal, 
containing various Lithuanian and Polish 
coat-of-arms. The University was founded 
by Pope Gregory XIII on October 30, 1579 
as a Jesuit college. 

The various types available to collect- 
ors and their prices are as follows: Bronze 
antique, 70mm, $15. Bril liait Bronze 70mm, 
$20. Silver, 44 mm, $35. Proof silver, 44 
mm, $40. Gold l4kt, 4^mm, $425.00. 

To order, write: Mrs. Aldona Venckus, 

603 l4th st, Santa Monica, California. Ch- 
ecks or money orders payable to: Vilnius 
Universiry Medal. (Medals also available 
in major U.S. cities from representatives) 
Mention the L.N.A. when ordering. $2 P & h. 

In a related development, the Soviet 
occupational government did issue a Vilnius 
University medal of their own (we have 
been able to secure one), but stopped pro- 
duction on it since it lacked communist 
symbols. Only a limited number were rel- 
eased. Because the authorities there drop 
ped their original plans to celebrate the 
occasion in favor of safer pro-Hussian 
events, Lithuanian patriots counteracted 
with their own celebration: a new student 
underground newspaper! 
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Vilnius 

JladaJ 


MAY GOOD FORTUNE COME TO YOU THIS NEW YEAR. 




ketvirtadalis 


B i I i e t o 

Seri j a A m *^Nr.l0163 * 

YAIaSTYBES LOTEKIJA 
PENKTOJl KLASfi 

P«qktaslo< biases loJimas jvyks 1959 m. sp.ili 4 men. 7, 9 - 14 
k 13*19 d. d. Bilietui ISIoSus plnigai iSmokami iki 1940 m. 
sausio men. 19 d. 

Be praejusios klases bilieto kaina Lt. 12,50 
Direktorius 



[Pictured: Lithuanian 1939 Lottery Ticket] 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

Robert J. Vouch is Frank Passic 

Director Editor 




ADAM VARNA S DIES 

For those of you who haven't heard already, Adomas 
Varnas, the designer of Lithuania's 1922 "permanent" 
banknotes of 1922, and famous Lithuanian artist, died 
at the age of 100 on July 19, 1979 at his home in 
Chicago. We pay tribute to this great artist, who out- 
lived all his contemporaries. On January 1 of this 
year, a special banquet was held in Varnas' honor, in 
which he briefly spoke. The Lithuanian community has 
suffered a great loss, and we will miss him. 

ADOMaS VaRNAS, January 1, 1879 July 19, 1979 



2 . VILNIUS ARTICLE 
IN W.C.N. 


A major article about Lithuanian numis- 
matics and the capital city of Vilnius was 
featured in the December 18, 1979 issue of 
World Coin News . Pages 8, 10, 11, and 13. 
Entitled, " Lithuanians Thirst for Free 
State On 4oth Anniversary of Regaining 

Vilnius . 11 this lenghty article by Frank 
Passic deals with the conflict with Poland 
over Vilnius, and the numismatic aspect. 
Featured are medals of Petras Rimsha, Lith- 
uanian currency, and stamps. Every collector 
of Lithuanian numismatics should have this 
article in their library. For a copy of the 
December 18, 1979 issue (60$ each), write: 
World Coin News, Krause Publications, Iola, 
Wisconsin, 54945. 

In a related development, Coin World 
International has informed us that they 
will be running an article shortly about 
Petras Rimsha, the Vilnius conflict, and 
his "Union Desired" medal (featured in the 
last issue of The Knight .) Watch for it. 

Copies of the special Vilnius issue of 
The Knight are available at a special price 
of 50$ each (no translation part), for your 
distribution to friends and foes; while they 
last. Please enclose sufficient postage. 


CORRECTION 

In our last issue we stated that medalist 
Peter Rimsha had his medals made in 1 taly. 
That is incorrect. Hi6 medals were made at 
the Hugugna Freres & Co. Medaleure in Le 
Locle, Switzerland, where Lithuanian medals 
and orders were made during the independence 
era. The official mintage of the 10cm size 
of his wolf/pig Vilnius medal (also the 
same size "Union Desired" medal) is 20 pie- 
ces! 4 are known in occupied Lithuania, and 
1 in the U.S. (at the Museum in ^hicago). 
Sizes of smaller diameters were minted in 
much larger quantities. 


PHILATELIC BOOK 

The " Postage Stamps of Lithuania " book 
by the Li. Phil. Society of N.Y. is still 
available to LNA members at the prepublica- 
tion price of $16. This hardbound, 237 Pg. 
handbook is written in English, and cites 
nearly 100 references in its bibliography. 

A must for anyone collecting Lithuanian sta- 
mps or thinking of doing so in the future. 
Orders may be sent to: Vince clones, 27 
McKee St., Floral Park, N.Y. 11001. Remember 
to mention the L.N.A. 


DID YOU REALIZE that more information on Li- 
huanian numismatics has appeared in the Eng. 
language in The Knight than anywhere else 
in the worldT - “ 


LETTERS 


Most Honored Nationalists! : 

Recently I learned from a W. German numismatic 
journal that in the USA in 1978 there was organized 
the L.N.A. This news pleased me very much, that fel- 
low numismatist and nationalists, have established 
their own society. I would like very much to learn 
about this society's activity, especially: who heads 
it, its publication, and likewise what collectors 
have the most plentiful numbers of medieval Lithuan- 
ia's coins, medals, and Independent Lithuania's me- 
dals, orders, etc. It would be most pleasant to est- 
ablish friendly relations with your society, and to 
correspond on matters numismatic. Perhaps it would 
be of interest to you to learn of the activity of 
coin collectors in Lithuania, and of the collections 
of Lithuanian coins in the museums here. 

^ work in the Historical-Ethnographic Museum (Vil- 
nius), and am the head of the numismatic section. In 
1970 our Museum organized a show of Lithuanian medi- 
eval coins. There was also issued a catalog covering 
this show, whose author is myself.... 

With High Regards, Zenonas Duksa, Vilnius, Lith. 

EDITOR'S Note: I visited Duksa personally in October, 
and we had a wonderful week together. I was shown 
several very valuable and rare private collections, 
and accumulated much numismatic knowledge. Although 
he is head of the numismatic department, Duksa is 
not even allowed to have a key to the department safe 
where the coins sire kept! Mr. Duksa was given an 
honorary membership in the LNA, as he really deserves 
it. AH letters to Duksa should be written in Lith- 
uanian in care of the L.N.A., as we can get them 
through safely: letters sent direct will be confis- 
cated. 


Mr. Zenonas 
Duksa 





Dear Sir: I am enclosing a check in the amount of $2 
for a copy of the Aug-Sept of the Knight featuring 
a special VDB issue. I am of Lithuanian descent, and 
am very interested in anything pertaining to Lith- 
uanians. Sincerely, 

Julia A. BasanaviSius, Philadelphia, PA. 

NOTE: The VDfi issue was a huge success. Both Coin 
toor Id , World Coin News , and Numismatic News carried 
mention of it; we were swamped with inquiries. 


YOUR AD HERE! Several of our members are dealers. 

List your Baltic material with us. Write for low-cost 
rates. Satisfaction guaranteed or money refunded. 


CURRENCY OF THE MONTH . By Frank Passic, Albion, Michigan 


1 POINT W.W.2 OCCUPATION NOTE FOR LITHUANIA 


1 Punkt 

Size: 134 x 74 ram. 

Color: Pink Obv; B & W Rev. 

Origin: Riga, Latvia 

During World War II the Germans 
issued money for each of the Baltic 
countries. Issued in "point” denom- 
inations, this money was used to 
purchase textile goods, which of 
course were scarce in wartime. 

Most numismatic references do not 
make mention of this currency: ac- 
tually, no specimens were available. 
In the past few years a few have 
trickled out to the West, and only 
now are we able to learn about them 
Until now, only notes from Latvia 
and Estonia have been known. The 
note from Lithuania pictured here 
is the first reported. It has been 
given an "RR" rating. 

OBVERSE DESCRIPTION: The text on 
the note is bi-lingual, German fir- 
st and then Lithuanian. Translatio- 
ns: A VALUE NOTE IN POINTS OF EAST- 
LAND SPINNING MATERIAL FOR FLAX AND 
WOOL SUPPLIED," states the top line- 
in the upper left corner diagonally 
, "LITAUEN." Upper right: "When 
Used, Tear off This Corner to Inv- 
alidate." In the center, "1 PUNKT". 
Above that is the German text and 
below the Lith. which translates: 

"The Owner of This Note has the 
Right to Buy Spinning Material for 
1 Point." Left of center in a cir- 
cle is depicted a man thrashing flax, 
used in making cloth. Right of cen- 
ter is depicted a woman shearing wo- 
ol from sheep. Each circle contains 
an identical bil-lingual inscription 
which translates, "Flax and Wool are 
Earth's Blessing." Note: the word 
"Vilna" is the wor d for wool and sh- 
ould not be confused with the French 
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at any textile goods store. FIVE EVhLUaTING EXAMPLES: Cotton, 
material 80cm. . . 8 points. Flax, material l 80 cm. . . 8 points. Ha- 
lf wool, material 145 suit meter...l6 points. 1 cotton man's 
shirt. . .20points. 1 pair man's stockings. . .4points. 1 artifi- 
cial woman's panties. • .2points. 1 half-wool material dress.. 
..30points. 1 half wool material man's work coat... 42 points. 
Good until *pril 30, 1945* Anyone using this for evil will 
be prosecuted." In the bottom corners appears the eagle and 
uuxu uuu w -uu wuc swastika erablem and inscription which translates, "Spinning 

name for Lithuania s capital, . ^"“-Material Value Note .„ These came with and without serial n “ e . 
Under each circle (German left, Lith, 0f course the6e n£)te6 never had the time tQ officiall ex _ 

right) is a statement, Issued By Or- ipire a6 the Soviet array occupied Lithuania in late 19 W. At 
der of the Commissar of the Bastland. the very bottom in smal x print appears, "LETTLANDS WERTPAPIER. 
At the center bottom is a German eag- URUCKERE x t RIGA", which is a German text. On the Li. 3 punkte 

The note howeveri it stat es, "RIGAS LITOGRaFIJa UN OFSET SPIES- 
TUVA ATL. 8173*" which is a more Latvian text. 

TRENDS: Of just a few Latvian notes that have been sold 
in Europe in the past few years, the prices have been: 


le with swastika, and in German, 
Commissar for the Eastland." 

REVERSE DESCRIPTION: To the left, 
German text; Lithuanian on the right 


.separated by a decorated line. Bach w . $50>00> #?5>00> However, this is the first note re- 

side is identical, and translates, ported from Lithuania. It is an historic reminder of those 
"All Spinning materials are note in a tro ubled times in the history of the Lithuanian nation. For- 
seperate list, which may be inspected tunate 

are those collectors who own a specimen. 


4 paper money TRENDS 


BY 

ROBERT J. DOUCHIS 
FRANK PASSIC 


Well, here we are again: it's December and the 
time to focus upon condition and prices of numis- 
matic material. Last year we presented ’’trends" 
of Lithuania's modern coins. This month, we have 
undertaken a huge project of cataloging and pric- 
ing the entire array of Lithuanian banknotes. 

This project has been in the works for a long 
while. We began amassing data on Lithuanian ban- 
knote prices a year ago. There are several sourc- 
es of data: dealer sales & auctions, personal sa- 
les between collectors, and countless price lists 
to check. All these areas were investigated, 
prices recorded and an average found that accura- 
tely reflected fair values. An easy task to be 
sure for a popular item available in quantity, 
but a very difficult one for a specialized area 

where many notes appear only occasionally, 

if at all! 

For example, let's look a a particular PAVY- 
ZDYS note and its history. In May of 1978 it ap- 
peared in an auction and sold for $190. Another 
sold for $130 in March of 1979» and a third is 
currently advertising at $350* Does that mean the 
current price is $350? No! Let's take a look at 


the situation. The auction price was determined 
by competition, the dealer sale on a one-to-one 
basis, and the advertised note (as of this wri- 
ting), remains unsold. The trends price was set 
at $130, since it was sold at a reasonable price 
at a recent sale. 

The Pick World Paper Money catalog is presen- 
tly out of date, and so these trends are the 
most accurate and responsible for the Lithuanian 
banknote collector. World paper money collect- 
ing is growing, and Baltic banknotes are always 
in great demand. 

^ach note has been assigned an LNA number. 

This number should be referred to when inquiring 
about a note. Notice we have included a PAVYZDYS 
or specimen note as sort of a "grade," as there 
is a wide assortment of various specimen combi- 
nations and characteristics that may occur with 
any note. We have mentioned possible combinations 
in a prelude preceding the price listing. 

Keep in mind that specimen notes, frequently 
with low serial numbers, with glue marks in the 
corners, are those hung up in frames at the va- 
rious banks in Lithuania. 


I. ERA ONE . Consists of thos banknotes which were "printed in a hurry" at Otto Eisner press in Ber- 
lin during the financially turbulent days of August and September 1922, when the German Eastm- 
ark was depreciating in value. At this time the -Bank of Lithuania was still being organized, so 
the notes were ordered by the Ministry of Finances, Trade, and Manufacture. These notes are da- 
ted September 10, 1922 (rugsejo 10 d.), and bear the signatures of V.(ytautas) Petrulis, (Juo- 
zas) Dulskis, and I.(politas) Jazdauskas. These are the so-called "temporary" notes. Specimen 
notes have a perforated PAVYZDYS which reads backwards from the obverse position. Notes were 
placed into circulation on Monday, October 2, 1922. 


LNA # 

DENOMINATION COLOR 

SIZE 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

UNC 

SPECIMEN 

1 

1 Centas 
Note: line 

Blue 

direction 

53x80mm 

variances 

6.00 9.00 10.00 

occur. No price differences 

13.00 

apparent 

15.00 

45.00 

2 

5 Centai 

u reen 

53x80mm 

6.00 

9.00 

10.00 

13.00 

16.00 

45.00 

3 

20 Centij 

Brown 

55x84mm 

10.00 

14.00 

18.00 

25.00 

30.00 

65.00 

4 

50 Centu 

Violet 

55x84mm 

16.00 

20.00 

25.00 

30.00 

35.00 

75.00 

5a&b 

1 Litas 

Green 

65x120mm 

30.00 

40.00 

50.00 

75.00 

95.00 

110.00 

Note 

: Type a consists of 

watermark 

in paper 

of braids 

(strands) ; 

type b 

that of loops (knots) 

6 

5 Litai 

Brown 

65x120mm 

40.00 

50.00 

60.00 

80.00 

100.00 

130.00 


II. ERA TWO . Consists of those notes which were printed at the G. Hasse Lithography in Prague, Cz- 
echoslovakia. The notes 1 lit and higher were designed by artist Adoraas Varnas (1879-1979) and 
all were printed with his supervision. Dated November 16, 1922 (Lapkr. 16 d.), these are known 
as the "permanent" notes. The denominations 1 cent through 1 litas bear the signatures of V. 
Petrulis and I. Jazdauskas (who appeared on the "temporary" notes). On the 2 litu note and hig- 
her appear the signatures of V.(ladas) Jurgutis, A.(domas) Prusas, P.(ijus) Grajauskas, J.(uo- 
zas) Paknys, and Julius Kaupas. Specimen notes come several ways in this series. Uniface notes 
(one sided) with off-colord (colors different than the actual circulation color) print and/or 
reversed (backwards) printing, in addition to various types of watermarks (i.e. Vytis, ovals, 
etc.) in the paper are the preliminary notes examined by officials for their selection as to 
what they finally wanted. Specimen notes are generally known as perforated PAVYZDYS (either 13 
or 15ram), which reads from the obverse position. Other specimens are known with a diagonal red 
"Pavyzdys-bevert is , " ("Specimen — no value), usually bearing low serial numbers, which were used 


for hanging on the bank wall as an example. The latter will usually bear glue marks. In addi- 
tion, the Czechoslovakian printer prepared a total of 20 grey colored booklets, containing an 
example of the notes glued on a white background. 


LNA # 

DENOMINATION COLORS 

SIZE 

VG 

F 

VF 

XF 

UNC 

SPECIMEN 

7 

1 Centas blue/wine red 

55x90mm 

7.00 

9.00 

12.00 

17.00 

20.00 

45.00 

8 

2 Centu green on grey 

55x90mm 

8.00 

10.00 

15.00 

20.00 

25.00 

45.00 

9 

5 Cental green on grey 

55x90mm 

7.00 

9.00 

12.00 

17.00 

20.00 

45.00 

10 

10 Cent\$ blue on green 

55x90mm 

7.00 

9.00 

12.00 

17.00 

25.00 

45.00 

11 

20 Centij blue on grey 

60x100mm 

10.00 

13.00 

18.00 

23.00 

35.00 

55.00 

12 

50 Centu dark vlt/gren. 

60x100mm 

13.00 

15.00 

20.00 

40.00 

55.00 

65.OO 

13 

1 Litas red on grey 

65x110mm 

22.00 

25.00 

35*00 

45.00 

55.00 

70.00 

14 

2 Litu blue on grey 

65x110mm 

25.00 

30.00 

40.00 

55.00 

70.00 

110.00 

15 

5 Litai blue & violet 70x120mm 40.00 60.00 

Blurry appearance. Serial number in black at 

95.00 
bottom of 

150.00 
note. "S" 

200.00 
in left 

250.00 

circle. RR 

16 

5 Litai green & blue 

70x120mm 35.00 

1*0.00 

50.00 

65.00 

75.00 

125.00 


Red serial numbers upper right corner. Revolving flags in circles. 


17 5 Litai brown, grey, red 70x120m 35.00 *+0.00 50.00 65. 00 75.00 125.00 

Serial letter "J" only. Green numbers and letter. 


18 

19 


20 


10 Liti* blue on brown 70xl20ni 75.00 125.00 150.00 175.00 200.00 300.00 

Obverse: Logger on the Nemunas river. RR 

50 Liti* green 80xl50mral50.00 200.00 250.00 300.00 350.00 *+00.00 

Obverse: Grand Duke Gediminas, coat-of-arms of Kaunas, Vilnius, Klaipeda. Reverse: 
Cathedral of Vilnius and Bell Tower. RRR 


100 Litij blue, gren. 85x173m. 200. 00 235.00 325.00 *+00.00 450.00 550.00 

Obverse: Vytautas the Great. Reverse: Lithuanian women with amber necklace. RRR 


5 


III. ERA THREE . Consists of those notes which were printed in N e w Malden, England by Bradbury & 
Wilkinson on paper provided by Portals, Ltd. Specimens appear with a red overprinted PAVYZDYS, 
and some may be uniface. Some may also be perforated PAVYZDYS along with the overprint. The 50 
lit note is known perforated in English "CANCELLED.” Worn notes not suitable for circulation are 
stamped with "APMOKETAS" ("Paid"). Printer's specimens without serial numbers, and with a round 
punch hole, appear with the printer's seal. Uniface specimen pairs bring about $25*00 more on 
the average, than those priced here. 


21 500 litij black, brown 92x198mm 200.00 275.00 325-00 425.00 525.00 600.00 

Watermark: Columns of Gediminas. Gruedzie (December) 11, 1924. RR 

22 1,000 Lit\* green 117x220mm 250.00 300.00 350.00 450.00 540.00 625.00 

Watermark: Vytautas the Great. Gruedzie (December) 11, 1924. RRR 

23 10 Litn Green 75x130mm 20.00 25. 00 30.00 35.00 50.00 130.00 

Reverse: Parmer sowing field. Lapkrice (October) 24, 1927 

24 50 Litii Blue 80xl45mm 25.00 30.00 45.00 55.00 75.00 130.00 

Obverse: Jonas BasanaviSius. Averse: Cathedral of Vilnius. Watermark: Grand Duke 
Gediminas. Dated March (KOVO) 31, 1928. 

25 100 Lit4 V iolet 85x155mm 17.00 25.00 45.00 50JD0 75.00 130.00 

Obverse: Married Woman in national costume, xt ev: Bank of Lithuania building. Watermark: 
Grand Duke Kestutis. Dated March (KOVC) 31 , 1928. 

26 5 Litai brown/red 70xl20rmn 15.00 20.00 30.00 35.00 45.00 130.00 

Obv: Vytautas the Great. Rev: painting, "The Oath of Vytautas". Dated June (Birzelio) 
24, 1929. Issued to commemorate 500th anniversary of the death of Vytautas. 

27 20 Lit4 green and brown 75xl*+Omm 20.00 25.00 35-00 *+0.00 50.00 130.00 

Obverse: Vytautas the Great, and Vytautas Church in Kaunas. Reverse: Port of Klaipeda, 
Statue of Freedom. Dated July (Liepos) 5* 1930. 


6 . 

LNA # DENOMINATION COLORS SIZE VG F VF UNO SPECIMEN 

28 10 Litij Green 75 xl30mm. Known only as PAVYZDYS. Mintage estimate: 40 

Obverse: President Smetona, Declaration of Independence.^ 0,00 750.00 
fie verse: Council ( 1 aryba) of Lithuania, coat of arms of Kaunas, Vilnius, Klaipeda 
Dated February (Vasario) 16, 1958, to commemorate 20th anniversary of Independence 
of Lithuania. RRRR 

World War II Issues 


R1 

German Punkte notes (Litauen) 

1 PunktA Pink 74x134mm 

__ 

75.00 

95.00 

__ 

R-2 

R3 

2 Punktl 

3 PunktS Green 74x134mm 

Not reported yet 

50.00 

80.00 

100.00 

— 


Scheinfeld, Germany UNRRA Lithuanian Camp Money, 

1946. 

Bi-lingual text (Lithuanian/Lnglish) 

RS-l 

RS-2 

10 Centij Light grn 51 xl04mm 
50 Cent^ Bark fcreen 63xll8mm 

3 piece 

set 

30.00 

35.00 

RS-3 

1 Doleris Tan 70xl55mra. 






OUR 1980 NUMISMATIC 

-PRICE / 

/LIST n 

of Lithuanian MEDALS 
COINS CURRENCY TOKENS 

FOR SALE 

Is NOW AVAILABLE. WRITE 
FOR YOUR FREE COPY. 

GOOD SELECTION l 

tit** 

'JtUMt 


r ! _ 1 


4012 Archer Avenu. / 


Chicago, lllinoii 60632 

■(paid adv. '■ 


WAf/T/ SALE ADS 

FOR SALE: The following Lith.J 
currency; • 

LNA 1 1 centas XF 413 
#71 ee nta o XF $ ! ■? 

# 8 3 o e ntu VF - - $ 2 0 

# 23 10 litij VF $25 

# 24 50 Litij F $30, VF $35 

# 25 100 Litij F $25 

# 27 20 Litij F $30 

P-R132 50 East-mks 1918 VF $21 
— * Lithuanian Bond (no cou- 
pons) VG $10. — 


FREE MONEY! I've got a small 
pile of common circulation 
change from Poland andfiussia 
from my trip to Lithuania. 

If you'd like a free coin 
from either place, just write 
and enclose a S.A.S.fl. Coin 
my choice. LNA members only. 
FOR SALE: Complete circulat- 
ion Yl-14 set of Lithuanian 
modern coins in XF to UNC 
condition. Comes with blue 
official LNA holder with st- 
and, and the special book- 
ette cover (Capital Plastic) 

• This is a real nice set: 
Coins display some original 
luster and some are near 
brilliant. Very scare in this 
condition. $325.00 

Y-8 5 ^itai 1925 shiny XF+ 
(nice)$38. VF: $32. 

Y-12 5 Litai 1936 brilliant 
^ AU-UNC $19. VF : 12 . 

* Currency: LNA #27 2o litij 
1930 VG $15.00 
Prices include postage. 
Frank Passic, 900 S. Eaton 
St. Albion, Michigan 49224 


RS-1,2,3 Scheinfeld UNRRA 
Camp Money 3 piece set 
XF-UNC $30.00 
Robert J. Douchis, P.0, 
box 612, Columbia, MD 
21045. 


MEMEL 1917 V 2 MARK 

By Frank Passic, Albion, Michigan 

Issued in 1917 during the height of 
World War I was a singular 1/2 mark no- 
te that is relatively unknown in the nu- 
mismatic world, yet represents the first 
note issued by Memel (Klaipeda) in the 
20th century. 

In 1917, the Memel Steamboat . the 
u erman language newspaper , printed up 
several thousand 1/2 mark "vouchers" for 
the German army Administration in Libau, 
Latvia. The Memel Administration wished 
to entertain the soldiers fighting in 
the Baltic area, and so provided them 
with this "money" to use in Memel to buy 
beer or cigarettes, since the soldiers 
usually had no fieichmarks. Soldiers in 
the Baltic region would therefore trav- 
el to the city with this 1/2 mark note, 
since Memel was the closet continguous 
u erman city which they reached on leave 
of absence. 

It was a short-term activity, last- 
ing only 1917-18. T he 12 mark voucher 
notes could be used in trade and at ho- 
tels as money in payment. Business peo- 
ple could then redeem them later at the 
City Counting House. After the conclus- 
ion of the circulation period, the mer- 
chants were notified of the deadline by 
which all notes had to be turned in for 
redemption. 

OBVERSE DESCRIPTION: German text 
which translates, "A V a lid B a nknote of 
the Memel City Treasury. One Half 1/2 
Mark. The Municipal Council of the City 

(con't on next page) 


MEMEL... 


of Memel." The serial number appears in the 
upper right hand corner, in red ink, as does 
the note's value. In the lower left is the 
signature of (Lord Mayor) Altenberg, followed 
by that of (Dr. Mayor) Grabow, who suceeded 
Altenberg as mayor. 
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Some notes contain an impressed seal. 
Those with the seal are those which were 
turned in an redeemed. The seal contains an 
impression of the city coat-of-arms. The in- 
scription around the seal reads, "Konigl. 
Preub. See-und Handelsstadt Memel," which 
translates, "Royal Prussian Seaport and Com- 
mercial City of Memel." 


REVERSE DESCRIPTION: Text which transla- 
tes: "Valid Until Called in Through the Me- 
rael Steamboat," with the value, "1/2 Mark, 
in red. On bottom, "This Banknote Valid Only 
in the City and District of Memel." 

The LNA has assigned this as LNA #0, for 
Memel/^laipSda, with the 1/2 mark 1922 Not- 
geld being LNA ft 1. These 1917 notes are very 
scarce, as they were destroyed after being 
redeemed. Trends: G-VG: $20. Other sales un- 
known at present time. 

In addition to printing the 1917 note, 
the Steamboat printed the Memel Mark notes 
during the 1930's, the World War II certif- 
icates, and withdrew to the «/est after the 
war. It still publishes, headquartered in 
Wurzburg, w. Germany. 


GUAAOWSKI Translation, con' t. *7 

\J U/VlKj YY O f\ l from September issue.'.* 

Pg. 35. D. The Lithuanian C Q inage continuing through 
this reign were struck in 2 eras; for the first time 
in 1508 until 1529 and the second time in 1535 until 
1536. In the first period only half-groschen were 
struck (in Silesia after the Polish pol-1/2 called 
Polchen) and thecoins in Vilnius were issued merely 
out of the estate, because the Jewish finance mini- 
ster of the king, Abraham Josefowicz, had set 1,000 
silver marks by decree. The manager of the Vilnius 
mint, Ulrich Hosuis(Hose) , was appointed from Cracow. 
How difficult these arrangements made the job, as 
pointed out in several accounts, according to these 
in 1508 in 6 months 13*619 silver marks were struck 
and in the years 1513 and 1514 nearly 46,046 three- 
score groschen were minted. These Polchen strikings 
carry the common eagle and the Knight and at first 
the medieval legend and later used renaissance let- 


the last year on the last emission, the mirt 


ters. 

mark W (Vilnius) was utilized. 

The coinage was resumed for the second time in 
1535 and it was one large in number issuing broad 
Lithuanian groschen. They bear these coat of arms: 
the Polish eagle, the LithuanianVytis, and likewise 
the small latters AFIMNS, possibly describing the 
month of the particular emission. These groschen as 
well as the halfgroschen (Polchen) were about 20# 
better in value than the [Polish] coins from Cracow, 
and the Lithuanian standard had held fast on this 
pecularity of coin standards. This was the reason, 
why Lithuania was refused joining the coinage union 
with Poland and Prussia. In the year 1545* still 
before the death of the King, began here the domi- 
nation of the new King Sigismundus Augustus. 

Pg. 37. VIII. Sigismundus Augustus (1545-1 572) 


A. Characteristics. The reign of this king is char- 
acterized by the entire loss of the crown coinage and 
the limited emission from Lithuania and marked city 
coinage. Despite the closing of the Cracow mint 
there was the coinage union of Polish and Lithuanian 
standards, the coinage policy goal of Sigismund. He 
suceeded merely slowly at that, while he in the 
Lithuanian mints Vilnius and Tykocin left 3 differ- 
ent kinds of coin strikings. The first kind, denare, 
halfgroschen, and groschen adopted the high value 
Lithuanian coin standard, they were fixed in value 
for circulation in Lithuania. For the second kind 
belonged the groschen, those of the Polish coin st- 
andard were selected and were placed in circulation 
in the crown lands. The third coin standard, the 2, 
3*4, and 6 groschen pieces, was fixed for circulation 
in both parts of the municipalities. 

This coin policy by no means furthered the union, 
but brought forth complaints, they were ever louder, 
the population must jay always more for a ducat. It 
went now already 52 groschen for a ducat. In addit- 
tion to that came also in lasting quantities large 
amounts of counterfeits of inferior quality, first 
of all the Swedish Polchen, they were confiscated 
and restruck. 


TO BE CONTINUED 



8, CHICAGO TOKENS... 

By the late Dr. Alexander M. KaSkus 
Continued from September issue... 

No. 15. Obv: DR. 

D.K./GEDEMINO/ all i 
within a grooved 
border. Abbr. st- 
and vor DRAUGISTE 
DIDZIOJO KUNIGAI- 
KSCIO GEDEMINO." 

Translation: "Grand Duke Gediminas Society." 
Reverse: Large thin cypher 10$ surrounded by 
12 stars, enclosed within double grooved and 
dotted border. Bras r>, octangonal planchet 
27 x 29 mm. No date. 

No. 16. Obverse: same as #15. Rev: 
Similar, only 50$ insead of 10$. 
Note: there are similar tokens in 
25$ ,75$ and il denominations. 
FThis fraternal society was organi- 
sed in the "Bridgeport" section of 
in l891. Most members were nationali- 
sts and anti-religious. 

No. 17. Obv: DR. 

LIETUVOS (top) 

/BROLIU IR/ / 

SESERU AMERICA / 

12 d. Rug 1911 at 
the bottom, all en 
circled by a beaded 

_border. Abbreviations stand for: DRAUGISTE 




i^iUVOS BROLIIJ IR SESERIJ AMERIKOJE 12 DIENA 
RUGSEJC 1911." Translation: Society of Brothers 
and Sisters of Lithuania in America, 12th day 
of September, 1911." Reverse: "GOOD FOR" (top) 

5$ DRINK at the bottom, all encircled by a beaded 
border. Brass octangonal planchet, 27 x 30mm. 
Note: this organization should not be confused 
with "DRAUGISTE BROLIU LIETUVIU No. 1, which is 
different and was organized October 11, 1910. 

No. 18. Obv: ST. 

TIN'S (top) / five 
pointed Star betw-^ 
een two diamonds, 
and 3 dots at top. 

/SOCIETY in straight ^ 
line at the bottom, 
with a line under insc- 
ription, all encircled by a beaded string bord- 
er. Rev: GOOD FOR (top) large cypher 5$ in the 
center, IN TRaDB at the bottom curvature, all 
encircled by a dot ed border. Brass, square sha- 
ped planchet 23 x 30mm. No date. 

[EDITORS NOTE: In a dusty box in a closet unopen- 
ed for years and at thebottom of a file, was fo- 
ound this entire collection of Lodge tokens this 
past September at the Balzekas Museum in Chicago. 
Included were the Philadelphia and Brooklyn tok- 
ens, also. This collection is safe and an exhibit 
is being planned for the future. ] 

TO BE CONTINUED... 
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One meter of wollen cloth 

16 

300 

Tailoring of a man's suit 

75 

250 

Tailoring of a man's overcoat 
w omen's shoes 

50 

300 

400 

30 

Ordinary pocket watch 

55 

400 

A leather wallet 

14 

500 

a bicycle 

200 

700 

a medium priced camera 

180 

1,000 

a good radio 

400 

1,800 

a sewing machine (not electric) 

280 

900 

a sofa 

250 

1,000 

a buffet 

300 

2,500 

a gold pocket watch 

250 

2,000 

a bar of soap 

2. Animals and fowl, middle of 1938 

0.4 

2.2 

a horse 

322 

1,200 

a cow 

166 

1,500 

a sheep 

18 

220 

a 6-week old pig 

15®2 

100 

a chieken 

2.5 

12 

a duck 

3 

20 

a goose 

5.6 

35 

3. Foodstuffs, middle of 1938 

(1951-52) 

bread (kilogram) 

0.24 

2.0 

butter (kilogram, etc...) 

3.40 

44.0 

butter, in the market 

2.70 

25.0 

Beef (kilograms, etc...) 

0.74 

12.0 

Pork " 

1.50 

18.0 

Bacon " 

2.15 

30,0 

Sausage " 

2.00 

30,0 

White bread in the market 

0.60 

4.5 

Sugar " 

1.0 

12.00 


Flour " 0.22 

Honey " 2.35 

Salt " 0.15 

Milk (Liter) 0.17 

Whiskey (Liter) 5.4 

Lottie of beer 0.4 

An egg 0.08 

Cream v Liter) 1.0 

Fish (kilo). 0.6 _ #v . 

Tea (100 G.) 2. 93/15.0; %e (A center, 50 kilos).... 

8.05/200.0; Wheat 12.1/250.0; potatoes 1.95/40.0; 

Barley 7-9/220; Cigarettes (medium grade f 10 pieces) 
0.30/1.6; Box of matches 0.1/0.15 

NOTE: Figures show that the purchasing power of the 
Lit at the end of 1958 had to be about ten times grea- 
ter than the 1951-2 ruble, while the peoples earnings 
in rubles increased only about three times. 
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CATALOG OF ALL KNOWN LITHUANIAN COINS, PATTERNS, 
AND TEST STRIKES. 

Using the research done by Karys, Platzbardzis, 
the London Mint Records of 1925 , various numis- 
matic literature, auction records, and research 
by The Knight editor Frank Passic. 

For simplification, each item has been assigned 
a "Lithuanian Numismatic Association" (L.N.A.) 
number for easy identification. Included in this 
catalog is the metallic-content, the size, and 
weight of each item. Pay close attention to the 
mintage figures, as they will varv from other 
numismatic listings. Those presented here are 
by use of theofficial records and the writings 
of Karys, more accurate and concise. 

* • * 

Monetary System: 100 Centq = 1 Litas. 

1 Centas 
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LNA § DATE 
1 1925 


la 

lb 


1925 

1925 


mil ai» WjjjlunT SIZE MINTAGE 

Al/Lr 1.6 gr. l6 mm. 5,000,000 

Obverse Umiface Test Strike 

Reverse Uniface Test Strike 


9 

1936 

Bronze 1 gr. 

2 CENTAI 

16.5 mm. 9,955,090 

10 

1936 

Bronze 2.3 gr. 18.5mm. 4,951,107 

5 CENTAI 

2 

1925 

Al/Br 2.1 gr. 19 mm. 12,000,000 

2a 

1925 

Obverse uniface 

test strike — — 

2b 

1925 

Reverse uniface 

test strike 

11 

1936 

Bronze 3 gr. 

10 CENTq 

20.5 mm 4,800,000 

3 

1925 

Al/Br 3 gr. 

21mm. 12,000,000 

3b 

1925 

Obverse Uniface 

20 CENTtI 

Test Strike 

4 

1925 

Al/ftr. 4 gr. 

23 mm. 8,000,000 

4a 

1925 

Reverse uniface 

test strike 
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30 CENTq 

LNA # DATE METAL WEIGHT SIZE MINTAGE 

5 1925 Al/Br 5 gr. 25 ram 5,000,000 

5* 1925 Obverse uniface Test Strike 

1 Litas 

6 1925 dated (minted in 1925 and 1956) 

.500 Slv. 2.7gr 19mm 5,985,096 

2 Litu 

7 1925 .500 Slv. 5.4gr.23«a. 3,000,145 

2 Litai (patterns) 

Obverse: President Smetona 
Reverse : Vytis 

15a 1938 Brass, lettered edge (vertically): 

LIETUVA LIETUVA LIETUVA 

15b 1938 .750 slv. 5*56 gr. 23 mm Reeded edge 

15c 1938 " " " Lettered edge 

15d 1938 " " " Plain edge 

Obverse: President Smetona 
Reverse: "Columns of Gediminas" 

16a 1938 .750 silver, Plain edge 

l6b 1938 .750 silver, Lettered edge (ver- 

tically): LIETUVA, LIETUVA LIETUVA 

5 Litai 

8 1925 .500 sil.13.5gr. 30 mm. 1,000,121 

Obv: Jonas BasanaviEius Rev: Vytis 

12 1936 .750 Sil. 9 gr. 27am. 2,612,000 

12a 1936 PATTERN, plain edge, rotated rev. 

12b 1936 PATTERN, plain edge, Designers name, 

"J. ZIKARAS" appears under bust; reverse 
not rotated. 

10 Litt ; Obv. Vy taut as. 

13 1936 .75 0 sil. l8gr. 32mm. 720,000 

13a 1936 PATTERN , plain edge, rotated rev. 

Obv: President Smetona ,Rev: Columns 

14 1938 .750 sil. l8gr. 32mm. 180,000 

14a 1938 PATTERN, rotated reverse, missing 1 

star on edge inscription 

240 . 


[SUPPLEMENT By Frank Passic] 

Correction: Pg. 178, last two sentences. The 
holes punched in to the Bradbury & Wilkinson Co. 
Specimen notes were done so to signify them as 
a printers specimen . The "bank" specimens, with 
the PAVYDZYS, do not have a hole punched in them. 
Punching a hole in the notes, as well as placing 
the company seal on a note, was the custom with 
Bradbury & Wilk ins on Co. 

* * * * 

Since the writing of this book in 1953 by Karys, 
there have been more discoveries and more infor- 
mation uncovered which was not available then. 
While these discoveries and additional pieces of 
of information, combined with Karys* text would 
require the writing of a new book, here are a 
few "additions" which should be added for clari- 
fication for the time being: 

PATTERNS : Lithuanian patterns have the charac- 
teristic of having a rotated reverse. This dis- 
tinguishes them from the circulation pieces. Most 
have a proof-like surface. One exception: 5 Litai 
"J. Zikaras" pattern. On circulation coins, the 
designs on the obverse and the Vytis or Columns 
reverse will read at the same angle. 

In 1925, the various bronze cent pieces also 
came in a limited number of proof-like obverse/ 
reverse uniface (one-sided) TEST STRIKES, struck 
before the circulation striking of the coins. 

The London Mint records of 1925, which were 
thought to have been lost during the War, appeared 
during the 1970* s and reveal much technical infor- 
mation concerning the Mint's manufacture of the 
three silver Lit coins ( 1, 2, 5) of Lithuania, 
^ncluded is the number of silver bars used, the 
exact cost in British pounds for each step of 
the operation, the hours worked, the days, etc. 

Cf particular interest is the revelation in these 
London Mint records of an odd-number of pieces 
minted, not recorded in numismatic publications. 
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"favor." 

It was i* this manner that the new masters "crea- 
ted and repaired" the people's sustenance in Lithua- 
nia. The reform (of the ruble's legalization) led 
to the spread into circulation of all types of SSSR 
bills, bursting asif from the horn of plenty. Since 
there was no budget, or even a clear plan for cont- 
rolling finances as yet, banknotes from Moscow were 
brought in, as many as were needed to pay the gover- 
nment's bills. Lithuanian banknotes and coins began 
to disappear gradually from circulation. Any Lits 
brought into banks or other institutions were with- 
held and change was returned in council lar rubles. 
Faced with the daily results of decreased production, 
even larger sums of rubles were mobilized. Despite 
most strigent orders, the cost of goods rose to the 
skies. "There are some [workmen, author] who are 
ready to die, since their compensation has increased 
only a little, while food and clothing have risen 
ten times higher," a certain workman wrote to Kom- 
isar for Trade Gregorauskas (see Lithuanian Archi- 
ves, the era of bolshevism, pg. 432.) • And not wi- 
thout cause. A kilogram of beef rose from 74 cents 
to 7 rubles; a pair of shoes: from 20 Lits to 80 
rubles; half-linen shirts t from 3 to 5 Lits to 23 
rubles, etc. And no end could be seen to the chaos. 

Those who still had Lits found ways to purchase 
some items at various percentages cheaper. At the 
end of the winter of 1940-41, people willingly ex- 
changed in the "black market" SSSR rubles for 13 to 
15 Lithuanian cents. 

If the Doiaheviks had quessed at first that the 
battle with the Lit would be so stubborn, nothing 
like this would have happened. "This has been an 
unpardonable mistake!" cried those "economists" who 
had sidled to the government in their Conferences, 
who had urged at the very beginning of the occupat- 
ion to eliminate the Lit. Obviously, that could have 
been done. There was sufficient power, But the Kre- 
milin and its "petty politicians" were overcome in 
various areas by the mania of "counselar autonomy". 
It seemed to them, that the "red counselar ruble" of 
of itself, entirely naturally, will cut down and 
soon demolish the "capitalistic Lit." The Finance M- 
inister'6 order of June 21st was intended, as it we- 
re, to slow down the impetus of the ruble, that lat- 
er, its impact on the Lit would be instantaneous 
death.. .How great would have been the Communist tri- 
umph in such a case; how 231 


crushed all three of the Baltic States, and cr- 
ushed them according to one and the same plan. 

The Bolsheviks immediately burned all the Lit 
banknotes that were located in banks or other es- 
tablishemtns, and the coins were taken to Moscow. 

From March 25, 1941, only Bolshevik money re- 
mained in circulation in occupied Lithuania: 
"CERVONCAS" equa led 10 rubles; the ruble equal- 
led 100 kopeks. "Cervoncas" notes in 1,3,5*10, and 
25 denominations circulated, together with several 
denominations of rubles. Coins were of 20, 15, 10, 
5, 3*2, 1, and 1/2 kopeks (some have seen in cir- 
culation, ct ually, but in truth — rarely, a silv- 
er half-ruble and even a ruble; however, the 
author did not see them.) 

[Photo of "SSSR kopek, issue of 1940] 
[Photo of "Iron Wolf'] 

[*] Iron Wolf associated with Grand Duke Gediminas 
with the founding of the capital city of Vilnius 
in the year 1323.] 
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[Obverse of 3 ruble note] 

[Reverse of 3 ruble note] 

A 3 ruble Soviet note (one of those SSSR notes 
exchanged for the Lit banknote). In the higher 
denomination SSSR government Treasury notes (Ch- 
ervoncas) the portrait of V.I. Lenin predominates; 
in the lower denominations, — military subjects: 
in thel ruble note is pictured a soldier/machine 
gunner, the 3 ruble (as seen in the above picture) 
: two red army soldiers prepared for a march; in 
the 5 ruble note, m parachutist. 

On all notes of Soviet money is printed in the 
canter the "magic of value.": [In Russian ] 

[•••] That is to say, the notes are baaed on the 
entire wealth of the SSSR and must be accepted in 
the entire territory of the SSSR. ...at their face 
value. 
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pleasantly this fact would have been mentioned in 
Ccmmunist propaganda, as well here as elsewhere I 
Alas, it turned out the opposite. The monetary sys- 
tem of a small and enslaved government defeated the 
system of the largest government in the world, and 
that — of an occupying power!! An entire cadre of 
"petty policiticane" for Lithuania's economic affai- 
rs lost their heads for that mistake, and the re- 
mnant, together with new arrivals, submitted the fol- 
lowing judgement upon the Lit : 

LTSR (^he Lithuanian Council of the Socialistic 
Republic), Council of Peoples ^omisars and the Lith- 
uanian Communist (Bolshevik) Party's Central Commi- 
ttee has decreed, from the month of March, the 25th 
day, in the year 1941, that the Lit be dissolved and 
its further circulation be firmly prohibited. 

These words show, that this final blow at the Lit 
was struck by Lithuania's official organization (th- 
ough not of the same democratic Lithuania, which in- 
stalled and fostered the Lit). It undoubtedly act- 
ed in this instance also, at the direction of the 
Kremlin, as is substantiated by this undeniable fact: 

"news concerning the dissolution of the L^t was an- 
nounced to the world not by any legal or not Lith- 
uanian spokesman, but ¥y the occupying power's Gov- 
ernmental Bank, in Moscow." 

The Vienna (Austria) ERKENNUNGSZEICHEN, #4, (May, 
1941) carried the following advertisement: "Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania. The banknotes and coins of Esto- 
nia, Latvia and Lithuania may be exchanged, accord- 
ing to the announcement of the Governmental Bank of 
the SSSR, in Moscow, until the 24th of March, 1941. 
After March 25, 1941, they become worthless." I°° 
This advertisment once again shows that the bolsh- 
evik SSSR 

iaQ 

See A. Platbarzdis, ibid., p. 75« 
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WHY DO I WRITE? 


INDEPENDENT 
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HISTORY AM) NUMISMATICS 

• with 1H" illustrations! 


By 

J O N A S K. K A R Y S 

The director of the Lithuanian State Mint 

1936 - 39 . 


The complete text of the original 1953 book 
translated into the English language in 
cooperation with the Lithuanian Numismatic 

vaLMatelis 

of Coral Gables", Florida. 1979. 

Reviewed, edited, and typed by Frank Passic* 


Fundamentally, there is only one answer to this 
question: so that it would not be forgotten ! Histo- 
rians and numismatist today would give anything, if 
someone would offer even the smallest well, from 
which it would be possible to draw authentic facts 
about the Lithuanian economy in the past, about the- 
ir currency, and about monetary symbols in use. Many 
facts are lacking, not only from the distant past, 
but from the middle age 6 and even from later times. 
Why are they lacking? They were not written down! 

So what was not written down in its own time, remai- 
ns shrouded in the past for all time. When we un- 
earth a small piece of monetary metal, or find a 
wornout coin, we must today create theories, make 
dozens of suppositions, and still we wander in un- 
reality; we place in a scientific frame theconclu- 
sions of long hypotheses, yet always we leave rea- 
son to doubt; it is probably not so... 

But we have no one to scold for the past. Our 
forefathers did not appreciate the value of docum- 
entation; they were unable to handle a pen. But we 
understand and we know how! Whatever nay be neces- 
sary and valued in the future, we MUST leave recor- 
ded, illustrated, concluded. 

Someone said to me that work such as this may be 
premature to write and publish. That is wrongi As 
we can all see, political affairs on this earth 
move with unheard of speed— a movement which stre- 
tched during a century in the past, today is comp- 
leted within a few years. In a considerable part of 
our planet, uncontrolled barbarism storms, annihil- 
ating even the footprints of many formerly free 
peoples and nations. 
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A new and terrible world calamity closes in; un- 
imaginably powerful weapons will be discharged ; 
much valuable historical material will turn to 
dust. Istn't all this a sufficient "incentive", 
while it isn't too late, to systematize what is 
necessary and describe it so that not one nor even 
several of the largest holocausts could annihilate 
our entire social contribution? 

The era 1918-40 in the national life of Lith- 
uanians was the most noteworthy in events of great 
importance. H ow often does it happen that within 
the memory of one generation, the Lithuanian state 
did not exist, it emerged, and is no more? Twenty 
two years and four months join the beginning and 
end of that monumental epoch. Trutly. And how many 
splendid projects were achieved, what miraculous 
deeds were accomplished, created and made signifi- 
cant! We will scarce find in history a nation which 
accomplished so much in such a short time. Let us 
record, let us systematize and publish all that! 
Generations of Lithuanians following us will need 
this type of resource, as though drawing strength 
from our past, thus more clearly to understand, 
what could have been done otherwise. A complete his- 
tory of any era, from which the younger generation 
is to learn, cannot be written from entirely raw 
material, or scattered facts. Further, a certain pa- 
rt of relevant matter will always be lost, since sc- 
attered items are easily overlooked, and dust set- 
tles on them at leamure... 

I therefore call upon all Independent Lithuania's 
knowledgeable witnesses in the fields of the econ- 
omy, politics, culture, administration and other 
branches and offshoots in the free world to: 

take up the pen and write [Literally: work]! 

Our passivity in this field will not be justified 
under any circumstances. 

My fundamental task, which I have been confront- 
ing for two decades now, is Lithuanian numismatics 
from the earliest ages to the present. It would 
have been logical (and I intended to do so) first 
to 
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With the formation of the Lithuanian Numismatic 
association, its founders realized the need to 
translate the great work by Jonas K. Karys into 
the English language. 

Val Matelis has spent many long hours, tediou- 
sly translating accurately and fluently so those 
in the English-speak numismatic world may know 
about the great Lithuanian nation and their con- 
tribution to the field ofnumismatics. 

Since the writing of the book in 1953* there has 
been numerous types of discoveries of patterns, 
test strikes, etc., not mentioned in the original 
text • *n addition, other technical data, i.e. 
serial letters for currency, has been researched. 

I felt it necessary for the. readers knowledge and 
convenience to include these extras into the ori- 
ginal text. These are marked by brackets [ ]. 

The pages presented are exactly as presented in 
the 1953 book. To view illustrations, simply 
turn to the corresponding page number in the 
original text. 

This translation has been presented in serial- 
ization form, in The Knight , as the most fastest 
and financially economic^, way of bringing this 
most valuable information to our readers. It is 
hoped that someday the book will be fully publi- 
shed with clear, sharp color photos, and in the 
English language. Until then, this will suffice. 

Frank Passic 

Editor of The Knight . the Lithuanian Numismatic 
I 979 Association 

Albion, Michigan 49224 


The text begins on page 9* 


[*n*iq 21 


